Board Meeting
Florida American-String Teachers Association
Sheraton Riverwalk Hotel, FMEA Conference
January 8, 2009 

Pres. Nancy Beebe called the meeting to order at 12:02.  Members who attended and introduced were the following:  Nancy Beebe, Jessica Talbott, Karen Gettel-Bell, Valerie Arsenault,  Jody Atwood, Benjamin Salsbury,  Dr. Benjamin Shiao, Dr. Nick Curry,  Lisa Hopko, Barbara Cripe, Eden Vaning-Rosen.
Valerie reported a balance of $4481.56 as of January 7, 2009.  An explanation of fiscal reports followed.
A motion was made by Lisa Hopko and seconded by Simon Shiao to approve the minutes as submitted.
Nancy updated the membership on the following:
· Justin Locke, guest speaker at summer FOA/ASTA workshop
· Awards Chair is Lisa Hopko
· Membership directories are finished
· New website has been launched, go to flasta.org
· South Florida’s Cellobration in Nov. went well. Guest clinician was Scott Kluksdahl.  Claudio Jaffe hosted the event at this school in Boca Raton.
· Be Better With Bergonzie Workshop Jan. 2 – 4
· Viola Day in Naples will take place on Jan 19, hosted by Adam Michlin.  
· Chiles High School Orchestra will be performing at the National High School Festival in Atlanta.
· Reminder that the FL-ASTA breakfast is tomorrow in the Riverview Room, 7:30 – 9:30 a.m.
Discussion:
· October 23, in Orlando, is a possible date for meetings with the FO A and ASTA.  It is hopeful that a fall date will increase attendance.  
· Appreciation was expressed to Nick Curry and his sister for setting up our website, and to Ben for keeping the website updated.	
· Chris Metler will receive $200 to attend the Atlanta Convention with his students from Chiles H.S. Orchestra.
· There was discussion of people, who are funded by ASTA, handing out pamphlets  which would promote and advertise  FL-ASTA.  
· Barbara Cripe made a motion that $200 be the cap for financial support for projects.	Motion was seconded by Eden Vaning-Rosen.
Board Reports from Officers and Chairs:
National H.S. Orchestra Chair – Barbara Cripe
· Barbara reported that the National Honors Orchestra CD needs to be submitted by this summer.  Members should check the website for more information, deadlines, etc.  
· Reminder of the April 1st deadline for Potter’s  annual awards to students in need.
Historian – Jody Atwood
· Jody discussed by-law changes.  She stated that the handbook needed to be revised and that we need our own EIN#.  She recommended that changes be put into policy statements.  Jody gave us a brief synopsis of the Florida ASTA history and recommended that information go onto our website.
Breakfast Chair – Jessica Talbott
· Twenty-two members have signed up for the Jan. 10th, 2009 breakfast.  Awards will be presented at 8:45am.
Webmaster – Ben Salsbury
· Ben talked about his plans present and future for updating the website.
National H. S. Solo Competition  - Dr. Simon Shiao
· October 31st was the competition.  Finalists will be announced.  There seemed to be more interest this year.
Special Project Grant – Dr. Nick Curry
· Richard Myer has been commissioned to write a piece for the 2010, 7&8 All-State String Orchestra.  He is willing to write a string composition with a Spanish theme for the All-State Music Festival.
· Guitar commission will be given to Nick.

Newsletter Editor – Eden Vaning-Rosen
· Articles should be sent to Eden by April 1st. 
·  Mailing was discussed.  Do we want to send hard copies to members?
Membership  - Dr. Melissa Lesniak
· Membership – ASTA gained about 24 new members but also lost about the same.
Special Projects: 
· Cellobration will be held at Jessica’s school, in Orlando, April 24th and 25th.  Information will be on our website. There was discussion as to whether or not ASTA would cover expenses if not enough money was brought in.
· Discussion of organizing more student chapters.
· Congratulations and thanks to Nick and Simon for representing the University of North Florida in their support of ASTA.
New Business:
· National conference in Atlanta, March 19-21.
· Jessica volunteered to be in charge of the state baskets collecting appropriate items.
· Spring Newsletter articles should be submitted by April to Eden Vaning-Rosen.
· Discussion of FL-ASTA booth at FMEA Exhibit Hall
· Reminder to attend the FL-ASTA breakfast tomorrow in the Riverview room.

Good of the order.
Motion to adjourn was made by Jessica Talbott and seconded by Simon Shiao.

Respectfully submitted,
Karen Gettel-Bell






 




